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The Champaign County Head Start program
kicked off the new school year Thursday with
56 more children.

With the help of $810,000 in federal funding,
the program has expanded its early childhood

division to serve more infants and toddlers.
Enroliment has been added to its existing
center in Rantoul, and a new site in Urbana.
Kathleen Liffick is the director of the
Champaign County Regional Planning
Commission’s Early Childhood Division. Liffick
said the expansion only meets about 36
percent of the community’s need for Early
Head Start services,

“But it is a small step and we’re glad to be able
to do that,” she said. “We will be certainly be

looking for additional expansion opportunities

should the federal government make those
available.”

Playground enhancements were also made with

a $68,000 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
grant at sites in Rantoul, Savoy, and Urbana.

The new Urbana center is located at 108

South Webber Street. For questions about enrollment or to complete an enrollment
application, call 217-384-1252 to speak with a family advocate.
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